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Appendix B ς Public Involvement 
 
 

This document can be translated into Spanish upon request.  Please forward requests to have this 

document translated into Spanish to Darin Stavish at darin.stavish@dot.state.co.us 

Este documento se puede traducir a español a petición. Transmita por favor a cualquier petición para 

tener este documento traducido a español a Darin Stavish en darin.stavish@dot.state.co.us 

 

The 2035 Statewide Transportation Plan Amendment (Plan Amendment) serves as an excellent 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ /5h¢ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŀƴƎŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƳǳƭǘƛƳƻŘŀƭ 

transportation system while ensuring that all stakeholders have a voice in the process.  Public 

involvement is a key component to developing an effective statewide transportation plan for Colorado.  

The public involvement approach developed for the Plan Amendment meets state and federal 

requirements and takes advantage of previously scheduled public involvement activities with our 

planning partners.  

 

Other Outreach Mechanisms 

CDOT Website ς CDOT recently deployed a new website in order to make the maximum effort 

practicable to supply public information in electronic formats accessible via the internet, communicate 

complex information, and improve comment solicitation. CDOT website users can access the Plan 

Amendment, provide comments electronically, and link to 2035 MPO plan updates.   

 

E-Mail and Print Postcard Notification (see Figure 1) ς ¦ǎƛƴƎ /5h¢Ωǎ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ п,700 

citizens, elected officials, and organizational contacts, e-mail and print postcards were sent to 

stakeholders notifying them of the availability of the Plan Amendment.  This low cost distribution 

method allowed for a wide range of citizens to play an active role in the planning process.  The postcards 

notified the public of the availability of the document, provided the web address and staff contact 

information.  

mailto:darin.stavish@dot.state.co.us
mailto:darin.stavish@dot.state.co.us
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Figure 1:  Postcard notification of availability of the 2035 Plan Amendment 
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Document Viewing Locations - As identified by the Colorado Department of Education, Colorado 

Depository Libraries are affiliated with the Colorado State Publications Library and maintain collections 

of state documents for public use. Copies of the 2035 Statewide Transportation Plan and Plan 

Amendment were sent to Colorado State Depository Libraries to help make the document more 

accessible to the public.  

 

In addition, copies of the Plan Amendment were available at CDOT Region offices and headquarters, as 

well as other neighborhood libraries as discussed below.  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ 5ŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ 

Libraries and CDOT Offices (see Table 1) where English and Spanish versions of the Plan Amendment and 

2035 Statewide Transportation Plan are available to the public: 

Colorado Depository Libraries and CDOT Of fices ɀ Table 1 

Boulder:  
University of Colorado at Boulder  
Norlin Library  
184 UCB 
1720 Pleasant Street  
Boulder, CO 80309-0184  
(303)492-8834  

Colorado Springs:  
Pikes Peak Library District  
Penrose Public Library  
Government Publications & 
Local History  
20 N. Cascade Avenue  
Colorado Springs, CO 80903  
(719)531-6333, ext. 2253 

University of Colorado at 
Colorado Springs  
Kraemer Family Library  
1420 Austin Bluffs Parkway, 
P.O. Box 1750  
719-262-3295  
 

Denver:  
Denver Public Library  
Government Publications Division  
10 West 14th Avenue Parkway  
Denver, CO 80204  
(720)865-1711 

Auraria Library  
Government Publications 
Department  
1100 Lawrence Street  
Denver, CO 80204  
(303)556-8372 

Durango:  
Fort Lewis College  
John F. Reed Library  
1000 Rim Drive 
Durango, CO 81301  
(970)247-7551 

Fort Collins:  
Colorado State University  
Government Publications 
Department  
Morgan Library 
501 University Avenue  
Fort Collins, CO 80523  
(970)491-1841 

Glenwood Springs:  
Colorado Mountain College  
Spring Valley Library  
3000 County Road 114  
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601  
(970)945-7481 

Golden:  
Colorado School of Mines  
Arthur Lakes Library  
Government Documents 
Department  
1400 Illinois Street 
Golden, CO 80401-0029  
(303)273-3695 
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Colorado Depository Libraries and CDOT Of fices ɀ Table 1 

Grand Junction:  
Mesa County Public Library District  
Government Publications Division  
530 Grand Avenue  
Grand Junction, CO 81502-5019  
(970)241-5251 

Greeley:  
University of Northern 
Colorado  
Michener Library  
Government Publications 
Department 
501 20 Street  
Greeley, CO 80639  
(970)351-2987 

Gunnison:  
Western State College  
Leslie J. Savage Library  
Government Publications 
Department 
600 North Adams Street  
Gunnison, CO 81231  
(970)943-2103  

Lakewood:  
Jefferson County Public Library  
Lakewood Library  
Government Publications Division  
10200 West 20th Avenue  
Lakewood, CO 80215  
(303)232-9507   

Pueblo:  
Pueblo City-County Library 
District  
Main Library  
100 E. Abriendo Avenue  
Pueblo, CO 81004-4290  
(719)562-5601 

Steamboat Springs:  
Colorado Mountain College  
Alpine Campus Library  
1330-50 Bob Adams Drive  
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477  
(970)870-4451 

Sterling:  
Sterling Public Library  
421 North 5th Street  
Sterling, CO 80751  
(970)522-2023 

CDOT Region 1 
18500 E. Colfax Ave. 
Aurora, CO 80011 

CDOT Region 2 
905 Erie Ave. 
Pueblo, CO 81002 

CDOT Region 3 
222 South 6th St., #317 
Grand Jct., CO 81501-2769 

CDOT Region 4 
1420 2nd Street 
Greeley, CO 80632 

CDOT Region 5 
3803 N. Main Ave., #306 
Durango, CO 81301 

CDOT Region 6 
2000 South Holly St. 
Denver, CO 80222 

CDOT Headquarters Office  
Division of Transportation 
Development  
4201 E. Arkansas Ave 
Shumate Building 
Denver, CO 80222 

 

 
 

Outreach to Underserved Populations 
CDOT takes seriously the responsibility of seeking input from all communities in Colorado.  To that end, 

the department strives to provide information that is accessible and understandable, and provides the 

Plan Amendment documents in Spanish at libraries, public meetings, ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ /5h¢Ωǎ 

statewide planning website. 

 
The department utilized a new outreach technique making English and Spanish versions of the current 

2035 Statewide Transportation Plan and the Plan Amendment available at local libraries located in low 
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income areas, rural areas and minority neighborhoods to provide further access and equal opportunity 

for public participation to underserved populations.  Through a process of analyzing 2000 Census track 

data on low income and minority areas, staff identified 40 additional libraries (see Table 2) to provide 

increased public access to the Plan Amendment in low income, rural and minority communities.  By 

utilizing both depository and local neighborhood libraries for the distribution of plan documents, staff 

was able to cover gap areas that require additional attention for public outreach and help make these 

public documents more accessible.  Additionally, staff looked at areas of the state that lack high speed 

internet, acknowledging the fact that by placing increased emphasis on visualization and producing 

easier to understand long range plan documents, often results in the need for high speed internet 

access.  Therefore, the methodology for neighborhood library selection considered the availability of 

public internet access, the proximity to depository libraries and CDOT offices, and the percentages of 

underserved populations based on 2000 Census data.  

 

 

  Neighborhood Libraries ς Table 2 

Library City 
Public 

Internet 
Access? 

Hours of Operation 

Two Buttes Branch Library Two Buttes Y Fri 10-2 

Aguilar Public Library Aguilar Y Mon 9-2, Tues 10-2, Thu 10-2, Fri 9-2 

San Miguel Library District # 2/Norwood 
Public Library 

Norwood Y Mon -Sat 11/5 

Ordway Public Library Ordway Y Mon/Wed/Thu 3-7, Fri/Sun 12-4  

Costilla County Public Library San Luis Y Mon-Fri 10:30-4:30 

Flagler Community Library Flagler Y Mon-Fri 10-4 

Baca County Public Library Springfield Y Mon-Fri 10-5 

Boulder Public Library Boulder Y Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-3 

Huerfano County Public Library Walsenburg Y Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 12-4 

Rifle Branch Library Rifle Y Mon-Sat 10-5, Sat/Sun 1-5 

Delta Public Library Delta Y Mon-Thu 10-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4 

Lafayette Public Library Lafayette Y Mon-Thu 10-9, Fri/Sat 10-5,Sun 1-5 

Silverton Public Library Silverton Y Tue/Thu 11-8, Fri/Sat 10-5 

Valdez-Perry Denver Y Tues-Fri 10-6 

Cedaredge Public Library Cedaredge Y Tues 10-6, Wed 10-8, Thu/Fri 10-6, Sat 10-2 

Maybell Branch Library Maybell Y Wed-Sat 10-6 

Akron Public Library Akron Y Mon-Fri 9-5:30, SAT 9-1 

Eloise May Denver Y Mon-Thu 9-6, Fri & Sat 9-4, Sun 1-5 

Martin Luther King Jr. Branch Library Aurora Y Tues 11-7, Wed/Fri/Sat 10-6 

Bent County Library District Las Animas Y Mon 1-5, Wed-Thu 10-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1 

Canon City Public Library Canon City Y Mon-Thu 9-7, Fri & Sat 10-5 
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Update to the Statewide Mailing Database 
As a part of increasing our outreach to general and underserved populations, CDOT utilized a database 

specialist to check each of the existing database addresses and contacts for completeness and accuracy.  

The database was updated to include:  

¶ Updated local government addresses and contacts 

¶ Special purpose districts 

¶ Chambers of Commerce and Economic Development Organizations 

¶ Media outlets (Spanish language and other ethnic groups) 

¶ New transportation and environmental non-profit organizations 

 

In effort to further increase access to underserved communities, specific emphasis was placed on 

identifying ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎŜǊǾŜd communities for 

inclusion in the mailing database.  The update resulted in increased accuracy for the postcard mailing 

and better inclusion of more diverse populations and organizations.  

 

  

Library City 
Public 

Internet 
Access? 

Hours of Operation 

Conejos Public Library District La Jara Y Mon-Thu/Fri/Sat 8:30-4:30, Tues & Wed 8:30-7 

Cortez Public Library Cortez Y Mon-Thu 9-7, Fri 9-4, Sat 10-4 

Blair-Caldwell Library Denver Y Mon 12-8, Wed & Fri 10-6, Sat 9-5 

Montbello Branch Denver Y Mon &Tues 12-8, Thu & Fri 10-6, Sat 9-5 

Park Hill Branch Denver Y Tues 12-8, Thu & Fri 10-6, SAT 9-5 

Pauline Robinson Branch Denver Y Mon 12-8, Tues-Thu 10-6 

Ross-Broadway Branch Denver Y Mon-Tues 12-8, Wed 10-6, Sat 9-5 

Dolores Public Library Dolores Y Mon-Wed 9-6, Thu 9-7, Fri 9-4, Sat 9-3 

McClanahan Memorial Library Ignacio Y Mon-Thu 9-7, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-4 

La Junta/Woodruff Memorial Library La Junta Y Mon-Thu 10-8, Fri 10-6, Sat & Sun 1-5 

La Veta Public Library District La Veta Y Mon & Wed 10-8:30, Tues/Fri/Sat 10-5:30 

Lamar Public Library Lamar Y Mon-Thu 9-7, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-4 

Manzanola School/Public Library Manzanola Y Mon-Fri 8-4 

Fruita Branch Library Fruita Y Mon-Fri 9-6, Sat 9-4 

Northern Chaffee County Library District Buena Vista Y Mon-Fri 9-7, Sat 9-4 

Southern Peaks Public Library Alamosa Y Mon-Thu 9-8, Fri & Sat 9-5, Sun 9-1 

Northern Plains Public Library Ault Y Mon-Fri 9-7, Sat 9-12 

Saguache County Public Library Saguache Y Wed-Sat 10-6 

Victor Public Library Victor Y Tues/Thu/Fri 10-4 

http://www.alamosalibrary.org/
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bƻƴπaŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ [ƻŎŀƭ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

CDOT recently approved its bƻƴπaŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ [ƻŎŀƭ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ which specifically 

targets rural area elected and appointed officials.  ²ƛǘƘƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴƻƴπƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ 

local officials due to the predominately rural nature of the state. Local elected and appointed officials 

are those that represent units of local government or have responsibility for transportation, including 

ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭπǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

 

In compliance with the most recent federal transportation authorization known as SAFETEA ς LU (Safe, 

Accountable, Flexible, 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ 9ǉǳƛǘȅ !ŎǘΥ ! [ŜƎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ¦ǎŜǊǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

ǊǳǊŀƭ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΣ /5h¢ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻƴπƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

appointed officials are able to fully participate in statewide transportation planning and programming. 

CDOT values the participation of local officials and works diligently to continuously improve 

collaboration with local governments in all aspects of statewide transportation planning and 

programming. A copy of the bƻƴπaŜǘǊƻpolitan Local Officials Consultation Process can be accessed on 

the CDOT website: www.coloradodot.info 

 

Results of the Information Gathered 

After obtaining comments on the Plan Amendment through the various mechanisms, CDOT staff 

provided responses to each comment, by way of either letter or e-mail.   In some cases, staff responses 

include the contact information for CDOT subject matter experts to ensure that all issues are addressed.   

The following lists all of the public comments received during the 30-day public comment period and the 

corresponding responses. 

 

Comment #1 

Once again the people of rural Colorado are being asked to subsidize the larger urban centers of 

Colorado.  Case in point - the increased motor vehicle registration hits rural Colorado harder per person.  

Agriculture needs more vehicles (two to three times) than their urban counterparts, most of which 

rarely, if ever, are used on the major highways, and those highways are generally the last to receive any 

funding.  The bulk of the funding is spent in the metro areas of Denver and Colorado Springs.  We have 

to travel larger distances to acquire the same services as our urban neighbors, yet less of our money is 

spent on our roads.  The state needs to learn to live within its revenue like the rest of us and not ask for 

more funding.   

Lee Hollingsworth 

  

http://www.coloradodot.info/
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Response to Comment #1 

Dear Mr. Hollingsworth, 

Thank you for your comments on the 2035 Statewide Transportation Plan Amendment submitted 

online.  CDOT recognizes all areas of the state as important for the safe and efficient movement of 

people, goods and information, and for the economic vitality of Colorado.  In these difficult economic 

times both citizens of Colorado and state and local governments must stretch limited resources and 

make difficult decisions.   

The Department uses a process to fairly and equitably distribute resources to all areas of the state to 

meet the needs of all Coloradans. With the continued decline in revenues, CDOT faces tough choices in 

ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  /5h¢Ωǎ Ϸро ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƎŀǇ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлор {ǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ 

Transportation Plan has continued to grow in size since the adoption of that plan in 2008. This is the 

result of many factors including rising costs for materials and construction, funding shortages, 

population growth, and aging infrastructure.  There are fewer dollars to maintain the transportation 

system in all areas of the state.   

With passage of the FASTER (Funding Advancements for Surface Transportation and Economic Recovery) 

Act, CDOT and local governments (cities, towns and counties) now have a new and much needed 

dedicated funding source that is predictable and stable for transportation improvements throughout the 

state.  Through modest increases in vehicle registration fees (approximately $2.60 a month for the first 

year and $3.50 by 2012 for the average driver) and other funding mechanisms, CDOT and local 

governments will receive dedicated funds to repair structurally deficient bridges and make important 

road safety improvements across the state.  The registration fee is based on vehicle weight since vehicle 

weight disproportionately affects road and bridge deterioration (the heavier the vehicle the greater the 

impact to the roadway surface). Funds can be used for improvements on the interstate system as well as 

state highways and local roads throughout Colorado, including many of the roadways that run through 

rural parts of the state. 

It is the role of the Colorado Transportation Commission to guide the department in making tough 

choices on priorities and it is their responsibility to ensure that the difficulties are equitably shared 

statewide.  

Once again, thank you for your comments. 

 

Tracey (MacDonald) Wolff 
Statewide Planning Unit Manager 
Division of Transportation Development  
Colorado Department of Transportation   
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Comment #2 

Mr. Aaron Willis, 

I am a member of the Montrose City Council and a member of the CML Executive Board; however my 
comments reflect my own personal opinion. 
 
Governor Hickenlooper has stated that he wants to bring the State together economically. Doing what is 
in the best interests of the State as a whole, not a particular region or area. I think CDOT and the 
¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ 
 
I have read through the 2035 Statewide Transportation Plan and submit the following observations: 
 
There is a disconnect between the Front Range and the Western Slope. 
Of the top ten strategies, only 3 or 4 are applicable to the Western Slope and rural areas, whereas all of 
the 10 apply to the Front Range and metro area. 
 
! ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨŦƛȄΩ ŦƻǊ /5h¢Ωǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎe of $601per car owner, per 
year. Rural Colorado (specifically the Western Slope) is vast and with non-existent rail and little transit 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŎŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ΨŦƛȄΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǳƴŦŀƛǊƭȅ 
burden those in rural areas. 
 
I have lived in Montrose for over 58 years. If I remember correctly the need to four lane Highway 50 
between Grand Junction and Montrose was a low priority compared to other projects on the Front 
Range. However once it was finally completed, the economic impact on the Western Slope is 
undeniable.  
 
If the transportation system on the Western Slope were brought in line with the Front Range, the 
population of the State would have a better chance of expanding across the State.  
In a similar thought, the State is trying to divert water from the Western Slope to the thirsty Front 
Range. I think the State should consider diverting people to the Western Slope and a better 
transportation system would encourage that growth.  
 
Gov. Ritter took funds from FASTER to balance the budget. Considering what happened to FASTER, I 
would not support any funding proposals that allowed the Governor or legislators to divert funding to 
other projects. If the voters approve funding for transportation, those funds should not be used for 
anything other than transportation. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to comment. 
Respectfully, 
 
Gail Marvel 
735 South Park Ave. 
Montrose, CO 81401 
970-249-4443 
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Response to Comment #2 
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Comment #3 

I was reviewing the 2035 Statewide Transportation Plan Amendment, and specifically the cost of snow & 

ice removal per mile of highway. The plan discussed possible reduced service in the future, and even 

road closures due to budget short falls.  Is this necessary, or are there still savings to be realized?  I have 

questioned the current operation for several years.  I notice CDOT trucks and plows running the 

highways in the winter 24/7 weather or not snow removal was needed.  I was told the drivers have to 

log so many miles a day, because in the past they were spending too much time in the break room, or 

not responding quick enough when plowing was needed (please correct me if I am wrong).  REALLY, is 

this effective or efficient?  I think CDOT could find significant savings utilizing the operators in off peak 

time conducting preventative maintenance on those machines, or other projects.     

How much savings could be realized from fuel, or reduced wear and tear on the machines.  Just a 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΧ 

 

V/R 

Rodney E. Due 
Director of Public Works 
Town of Crested Butte 
(970) 349-5338  Ext. 114 
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Response to Comment #3 

 


